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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

One of the great things about retirement has been finally having the time to pursue old
interests and develop new ones. [ have long had a fondness for Michigan history, topographic
maps, and canoes and canoeists. I indulge these three passions through my hobby of “topology”
(topographical study of places in relation to their histories). I like to take primary-source
accounts of journeys and explorations and, using modern topographic maps and library research,
try to recreate their routes and determine the locations of events they describe.

In this case | have taken the personal journal of one Hugh Heward describing a 1790 trip
by canoe across the Lower Peninsula and, applying the principles of topology, attempted to work
out his route.

Although I have been working on this project off and on for 15 years, the impetus to
finish it came from my involvement in Grand River Expedition 2000 when, as leader of the
History Team, I issued the “Hugh Heward Chatlenge” daring expedition canoeists and kayakers
to try to match the Heward party’s long-distance dash down the Grand River on April 24, 1790.
It has since become an annual affair.

Verlen Kruger, Michigan’s far-famed long-distance canoeist, made a vital contribution to
this project in 1990 by paddling and bushwhacking his way from the Huron River to the Grand
River to validate my theories as to how the Heward party made that trip 200 years before.

I must also give recognition to Jim Meyerle and his Project Lakewell re-enactors. My
visit to their 1989 voyageur campout at Lansing’s Riverfest led to my involvement in Grand
River Expedition *90 and the rest, as they say, is history.

Word processing and computer graphics are by “Paddlemom”, Nancy Anderson, who has
completed the “Hugh Heward Challenge” three times. My special thanks to her and to Charlie
Parmelee, President of the Lansing Qar and Paddle Club; who, upon seeing my manuscript,

volunteered to get it typed and then talked Nancy into doing the work.
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INTRODUCTION

The main text of this paper covers in some detail the trip of British trader Hugh Heward
and seven French-Canadian “engagés™ crossing the Lower Peninsula in two birchbark canoes in
1790. It is based on his personal journal which was included in The John Askin Papers
published in 1928 by the Detroit Library Commission.

Appendix 1, Who Was Hugh Heward?, is a brief biographical sketch based on footnote:
in The John Askin Papers.

Appendix 2, Detroit in the 1790’s, contains a contemporary description of the Detroit
from which Heward and his crew departed.

Appendix 3, What Kind Of Canoes Did The Grand River Indians Build?, is my
speculation as to the types of canoes being constructed in the Upper Grand River valley in the
late 1700’s and early 1800’s. The speculation is based on my considerable research leading to
articles on elm-bark canoes and dugouts published in Wooden Canoe magazine.

Appendix 4, The Hugh Heward Challenge, covers the results of the challenge [ first
issued to canoeists and kayakers during Grand River Expedition 2000.

Appendix 5, The Return Route?, is an exploration of the then-available alternatives for
returning from the Mississippi to Detroit. If Heward kept a journal of his return trip it has never
been found.

Appendix 6, Where Were The Campsites?, is my attempt to determine or guess the

locations of the 27 campsites used by Heward and his crew between March 24 and May 9.
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ACROSS LOWER MICHIGAN BY CANOE -1790

by Jim Woodruff

It is early spring of the year 1790 on the Detroit River. It has been 111 years since the
explorer LaSalle sailed up the river in the Griffin, the first sailing ship on the Upper Great Lakes.
It has been nearly 89 years since Cadillac came down the river and founded the settlement on the
right bank by building Fort Ponchartrain du Detroit. It has been 30 years since the British took
over after the French and Indian War, but only 17 years since Pontiac’s Indians ended their siege
of Fort Detroit. It will be six more years before the British give up here what the Americans won
in the Revolutioﬁary War.

British trader Hugh Heward and seven French-Canadian “engagés” in two birchbark
canoes are heading down the river on a journey that will take them across Lower Michigan from
Lake Erie to Lake Michigan by way of the Huron River and the Grand River.

Happily, Heward’s detailed day-to-day journal of this trip has been preserved. It was
published in 1928 as part of The John Askin Papers, also known as Volume I of the Burton
Historical Records. It is entitled “Journal of a Voyage made by Mr. Hugh Heward fo the Illinois
Country.” (Appendix 1 contains biographical material on Heward.)

Here is his first entry:

Detroit, March 24" 1790 took my departure for the lllinois, had much Trouble as

Customary in getting the Engageés off in which hurry we left a keg of pork behind...

(A scarcity of punctuation and his random use of capitals often make the journal difficult to read
and analyze. See the sample pages.)

In 1790 the Detroit was no longer a wilderness river, being lined on both sides by French
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“ribbon farms” and with a “...windmill at every point and headland...” *

Windmills were the most prominent structures along the river. To quote author Ernest J.
Lajeunese in “The Windsor Border Region” (1960):

A familiar sight...in the eighteenth century was the windmills with their
sweeping arms and flapping sails, where the farmers brought their grain to be ground.

These were tower-shaped buildings about thirty feet in height and about twenty feet in

diameter. The roof was conical and to it were attached long arms or wings fixed to an

axle fitted with small sails.

Sheryl James in “Roads, Roots & Ribbon Farms”, a 2000 article in Michigan History
magazine, explains that ribbon farms were only 400 to 900 feet wide but quite deep away from
the river. The farms were narrow for convenience, safety, and access to water, the only ‘road’
then,

Canadian author Hugh Cowan in his book 7he Detroit River District (1929) describes the
appearance of these farms from the river:

Their houses were well built log structures, neatly dove-tailed at the corners,
sometimes hewed and sometimes left in the rough, but in most cases whitewashed both
inside and out... At the front of the house was the garden where, in addition fo many
varieties of flowers, the vegetables for domestic use were grown. The orchards were set
behind...the river bank displayed the appearance of one continuous village ...

Despite the civilized and settled look of the river’s banks, there were still nearby Indian villages:

The village of Pottawatomies adjoins the fort; they lodge partly under
Apagquois, which are made of mat-grass. The women do all the work. The

men belonging to that nation are well clothed...their entire occupation is

' “The Historical Geography of Detroif”, Parkins, A.E., 1970
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hunting and dress...

...the Huron also dwelt on the west side... This is the most industrious
nation...They scarcely ever dance, and are always at work; raise a very large amount
of Indian corn, peas, beans; some grow wheat. They construct their huts entirely of
bark, very strong and solid...

The Ottawas are on the opposite side of the river... Their cabins resemble
somewhat those of the Hurons ... They are as well dressed and very laborious, both in
their agriculture and hunting.

These extracts are also from Cowan’s book and are attributed to one Isaac Weld. {(Appendix 2
contains extracts of Weld’s description of Detroit in the 1790’s.)

The interior of the Lower Peninsula through which Heward’s party would be traveling
was still mostly wilderness where replenishing their provisions would be difficult. Thus it was
important that they retrieve the keg of pork they left behind while departing.

In his journal Heward describes how he and one of his engagés paddled back upstream to
Baby’s Mill (a windmill located on the left bank at a location that is now a part of Windsor,
Ontario) and:

...walked up opposite the Fort & borrow ’'d a Cannot to cross-had just Time to
get the keg & get out of the gate at 9 oClock cross’'d & return’'d the Cannot from thence
carried the keg of pork each his turn to our cannot at Mr Baby’s Mill, Slept there. &
next morning the 25" very wet & disagreeable we Jfrom there joined our other cannot at
Labourses Mill...

(I have been able to pin-point the location of Baby’s Mill but not Labourses’. I believe it was on
what is now the American side.)

Map No. 1 is from a 1791 survey. It shows six mills on the left (Canadian) bank but
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none on the right (American) bank. Some written descriptions have led me to believe there
might have been more, including some on the right bank.

The “cannots” used by the Heward party were birchbark canoes, most likely of the
Algonquin style. It is the opinion of Tim Kent of Ossineke, author of Birchbark Canoes of the
Fur Trade, that their canoes probably would have been “bastard 16-piece” (or “half-size™) types
18 to 24 feet long. The “16-piece” designation refers to the capacity to carry 16 pieces of cargo.
(I don’t know the origin of the term *bastard”.) The canoes were propelied by either paddles or
poles. Canoe-men normally provided their own paddles, either hand-carved or purchased from
fur-trade company stores. “Setting” poles would have been cut along the way as needed.

We know from later entries in Heward’s journal that they also had sailing capability.

Between forgetting the keg of pork and bad weather, their progress down the Detroit
River to Lake Erie was very slow. It wasn’t until March 28 that they reached the mouth of the
Huron River and started upstream. The Huron was in flood with the current strong against them.

In his journal Heward daily recorded weather conditions “...wind rose suddenly &
detained us all day...fine Weather only frosty...Cold Weather that the ice hung in the
Branches...”, current strength “Current stronger & more difficult than before... Current for

5

about 2 Leagues exceeding Strong... ", water levels ‘... River very high and overflowed on all
sides... River falling but still overflowing...”, bank conditions “...Land on all Sides in general
very low & wet...the Banks very high... Banks still high & barren...” , trees obsefved
“...abound’g with Elem ButtonWood & c...Culture abound’g principally with Black

Oak... Diminutive Red Oak Trees & Soil with Fern...”, and bottom conditions “...firm Gravely
Bottom...”.

After four days of strenuous upstream paddling, Heward and his engagés arrived at a

small trading post and settlement. He calls the place “SansCraints” or “Sancraints Village”.
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There was also a Wyandot (Huron) Indian village there.

It is important to this narrative to determine where this was located since here he
negotiated for provisions and guides and he twice returned here from upriver.

Everything I have found on the matter points to the site now occupied by Ypsilanti.
Appendix 6 includes a discussion supporting this conclusion and a map.

At the Indian village Heward tried without success to hire a guide: “Could not get an
Indian to pass the portage but engaged one to meet us at the Fork of the River to conduct us...”
The portage to which he wished to be guided was that crossing the divide between the Lake Erie
and Lake Michigan watersheds.

About mid-morning of April 2 they resumed their journey. By the afternoon of the 3™
the river became shallow enough to use poles but the current was still strong.

On Sunday April 4 they were rained in all day, but the next morning they were on their
way again, and late in the afternoon they arrived at the fork. They were at the location of
present-day Dexter.

The journal says:

...about five oClock arrived at the Forks which from the River on a West Course
divides one Branch South West & the other North West that of the South West being our

Course we proceeded about four Miles up & encamped...

What they had done was mistake a tributary that is now called Mill Creek for the
mainstream of the Huron. They were later to name this stream “Wrong Fork.” The Indian who
" was o meet them at the fork never showed.

Heward spent April 6 through April 9 wandering around on foot trying to find a way to
the portage. A sampling of journal entries for those days reflects his frustrations and hardships:

...Jollowed it (the stream) ‘till it wasted in Marshes... Returned very fatigued
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having Walked very hard...Night & obliged to sleep under a Tree a hard frost & cold

sleeping... Went to sleep being very Weary & having in the Day fatigued two good

Walkers & myself never remember to have walked more in one Day...went further into

the Country West Nore West & found many Round Lakes & high Mountains but no

running Water returned very Weary...

Using Heward’s narratives and detailed topographic maps one is able, with a fair degree
of confidence, to trace his wanderings around four Washtenaw County townships surrounding
Chelsea.

Heward finally gave up and decided to return to the village to find a different Indian to
guide him, so he and one of his engagés followed an Indian trail back. It was not unusual for
there to be a foot trail along a river providing an alternative to water travel (frozen rivers are not
canoeable). Sometimes there were two trails, one along the river and another on high ground
above the floodplain.

They found the settlers disputatious and unhelpful and the Indians at their sugar ground.
An 01d Indian guided them to the sugar ground and was rewarded with “25 Broaches.”

Heward engaged a guide and they set off the next day for the camp on the west branch.
As they passed the fork the Indian toid them it was the wrong branch.

The journal entry for April 12 says: “Went with the Indian from our Encampment down
again to take the Fork leading Nore West & arrived about Mid Day. Proceeded up the Branch
which turns more North East about four Leagues...”

Thus, six days after they first arrived at the fork (now Dexter) they, headed north up what
we now know was the mainstream of the Huron (Map No. 2).

From here on I will occasionally “translate” Heward’s entries by supplying punctuation,

adding or subtracting capitals, correcting spelling, and sometimes condensing or rearranging
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phrases or sentences. I will also add pertinent parentheticals.
For example, Heward’s entry covering the time when they left the Huron River is:
...to a Cabbin where it divides into two Lakes the River at this place about

20 yds Wide & between 4 & 5 foot Water here one of these Lakes points Nore East

& the other nore West the last we pass to West nore West which after a Traverse of
about a League brought [us] again into a small Serpentine River rung from the same
Direction about 6 Yds wide & about 3 ¥ foot Water to the banks but being overflowed
we had 4 or 5 feet Water. The Lake unpassed is about a League each way and
seemingly deep where we could see the Bottom it was fine Gravel & Sand as also the

River to about 2 Leagues up where we encamped late.

My translation is:

We came to a cabin (Indian lodge) where the river divides into two lakes. The
river at this place is about 20 yards wide and 4 or 5 feet deep. One of the lakes points
northeast (Baseline Lake) and the other northwest (Portage Lake). We passed (traveled
through) the latter lake to the west north west, which, after a traverse of about a league,
brought us to a small serpentine river (Portage Creek) running from the same direction.
It was about 6 yards wide with about 3 ¥: feet of water but being overflowed had about
4 or 5 feet of water depth. The bottom was fine sand and gravel. We went up the river
about 2 leagues and encamped late.

Heward’s journal for April 13 describes in detail the series of lakes and streams through
which their guide led them. These descriptions generally fit a series of lakes along the
Livingston-Washtenaw County line which are interconnected by Portage Creek. There are two
types of discrepancies, however, between his descriptions and what is shown by modem

topographic maps. At the far-famed community of Hell there is a dam with a backwater called
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Hi-Land Lake (formerly Mill Pond) which drowns the creek. The other is the fact that the shapes
and sizes of some of the lakes he described do not fit these lakes as they exist today. The
obvious reason for this is the lowering of the water table since settlement, by deforestation and
agricultural drainage. For example, in describing their travel through what is now called
Elisworth Lake in Lyndon Township of Washtenaw County, Heward says, “We continued this
course ‘till abot % Mile of a Bay at East & then took a turn up the Run which pointed Nore
West...” Today’s Ellsworth Lake, with a surface elevation of 901 feet above sea level, has no
“Bay at East.” If however, in your mind’s eye or by use of a highlighter on the appropriate
topographic map, you raise that water level to 910 or more feet, a bay appears on the east side.

They went but a short way up the “run” (still Portage Creek) and, “being late & likely for
a bad Night we encamped. ”

His April 14 entry starts out, “A rainy Night & wet morning made it late before we
started in about a Mile & half farther up the Run came to the portage which points nearly South
or South by West.”

There is an issue as to where this portage was located. In a footnote Milo M. Quaife,
who edited the Askin Papers, states:

The route followed by Heward from the Upper Huron River to the headwaters of
the Grand is involved in some obscurity. Prof. W. B. Hinsdale of the University of
Michigan has kindly studied this portion of Heward's journal and is responsible for
Statements concerning it which are here subjoined...

Hinsdale was the author of the monumental Archaeological Atlas of Michigan which was
published three years after the Askin Papers.

With respect to the portage Hinsdale’s footnote says, “Near the Village of Stockbridge in

southeastern Ingham County. The portage was made to Otter Creek (also called Orchard



River), the northwest branch of the Grand River.”

The professor got it wrong. Note that Heward’s journal said they made a turn up the run
(Portage Creek) and camped. Then the next morning they went about 1.5 miles farther up and
came to the portage. The distance upstream on Portage Creek from Ellsworth Lake to any dry
landing near present-day Stockbridge is more than five miles. Even though he could only
estimate distances, and it is particularly difficult to estimate distances along a meandering
stream, the experienced Heward could hardly have been off by a factor of nearly 4 to 1. Further,
any possible portage path between Portage Creek and Otter Creek beginning at any location near
Stockbridge had to have trended westerly. Heward plainly described his portage as pointing
nearly south or southwest. Also, in his journal entry for April 19 he tells about measuring the
portage “...beginning at the south end...”.

Map No. 3 shows the terrain between the Stockbridge vicinity and Otter Creek (which is
called Thornapple Creek on current United States Geological Survey topographic maps). The
map also shows how the route postulated by Professor Hinsdale would have to trend east-west
because of the relationship of marsh and dry land. *

Back to Heward’s journal entry for April 14 after they arrived at the portage: “...f have
gone across the portage & it seems about 2 Leagues...” Here I think he meant to etther say
about 2 miles or one league, for later he measured it at 14,100 feet (2.67 miles).

He left to his men the task of transporting the canoes and loads across the portage while
he and “the savage” set off to return to the settlement. He needed to obtain additional food
supplies for the trip onward and the Indian guide had completed his job‘ after leading them to the

portage. For compensation he received a gun, a white shirt, and a little powder and shot. They

" The Village of Stockbridge, which is in the Huron River watershed, intends to build a 3-mile pipeline following
Hinsdale’s route so as to discharge its sewage plant effluent into the Grand River watershed.
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took an overland trail back to the forks of the Huron (now Island Lake Road) and

then followed the river trail back to the settlement. Although he found most of the settlers and
traders uncooperative and reluctant to sell him provisions at reasonable prices, he was able to
procure some ¢orn, grease, maple sugar, a turkey, and an Indian to help him get the provisions
back to the portage. There he paid this Indian three calico shirts and some powder and ball.

Heward and one of the engagés undertook to measure the portage with a 100 foot rope.
Starting at the south end they measured 1,500" dry; 50" wet; 1,750" dry; 400" swamp; 900’ dry;
1,400" wet; 400" dry; 300" wet; “here nearly half Way,” 7,400 dry “...to the North Stream.”

In 1990, 200 years after the cross-peninsula journey, 1 worked out Heward’s route from
the Huron to the portage. This effort was a project for Grand River Expedition *90, an
expedition of 50 plus canoes traveling the length of the Grand River for the purpose of studying
and publicizing the river and its problems and potentials. I used Heward’s journal entries,
detailed topographic maps, historical research, and road reconnaissance. 1 was satisfied with the
results but the proof is in the paddling, so Verlen Kruger, the world-renown long-distance
canoeist, put his solo canoe in the Huron near Portage Lake and paddled and bushwhacked all
the way to Ellsworth Lake. There he made the same turn up Portage Creek that Heward’s party
did in April 1790, and after a relatively short paddle came to a point of land that he said looked
just like a portage head. I take this as the judgment of a real expert for few, if any canoeists, now
or in the past, have encountered as many portages as Verlen.

Taking this location (SE 4 Section 31, Unadilla Township, Livingston County) as a
starting point, and utilizing Heward’s 1790 directions and measurements, and detailed
topographic maps, I worked out the route that is the best fit to the l.ocal topography. The result is

shown on Map No. 4. Note that the southern terminus of the portage is at the edge of a marsh
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now known as the Portage Lake Swamp. In 1790 with a higher water table canoes would
probably have floated but Heward’s journal gives the impression that the canoe men could not
get right in and paddle or pole:
I had ordered the cannots to load & go as far as they were obliged to walk &
haul them & wait for us insted of which they have gone past a point direct South & from
thence the Course Westward...was very angry for their obliging me to walk so far in
Jfollowing.
In other words, the engagés went farther than they were told, thus forcing the boss to wade a long
ways through the marsh to catch up (Map No. 5).

The Portage Lake Swamp was, and still is, a very extensive marsh (wetland with grasses
and sedges) that contains the headwaters of the Portage River, a tributary of the Grand.

The day after leaving the portage the party was snowed in. The next day, April 21, after
a late start, they set off down the Portage River. The journal describes in considerable detail
their journey down the pristine river; past wooded bluffs, meandering through grassy lakes and
wides and past entering tributary creeks. Today the Portage River is a channelized, barren ditch.
Except for where the Grand flows between concrete walls in the City of Jackson, it is the ugliest
stretch of stream in the Grand River drainage basin. To me it is symbolic that the Portage enters
the Grand near the nation’s largest walled prison. The only place the original meanders can now
be seen is on a Jackson County map. Before it was channelized the river was the border between
Henrietta and Leoni Townships. - They straightened the river but not the meandering township
line (Map No. 6).

Although it was channelized around 1919-1920, the stretch of the Grand downstream of
the junction with the Portage does not have the desolate appearance of that river. Second growth

timber covers, and to some extent, camouflages the spoil banks, and it is bordered by swamps
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" (wetland with trees).
Heward’s journal entry for the afternoon of April 22 says (my translation):
At midday we entered more into the woods. The course was west by north with

a strong current. It was a large body of water. Continued the same route...The woods

were very thick and there were many fallen trees to traverse. About 5 o’clock we came

to two lodges of Ottawas who confirmed we were on the Grand River. (The Indian name

for the Grand was Owashtenong Sepe.)

Verlen Kruger had a similar experience in coming down the Portage to the Grand in
1990. Because of the nature of the extensive swampland he wasn’t sure he was on the Grand
River until he came to a road and bridge that he knew crossed the Grand.

Heward’s brief comment on the problem of fallen trees (The journal’s actual words were |
“...the Wood very thick & many trees cut across to traverse”) is the only mention of what must
have been a continuing problem for them, the necessity of lifting over or carrying around fallen
trees or floodwood barriers. Even today canoeists are plagued with this problem, especially on
the Upper Grand in Jackson County.

In 1680 the French explorer I.aSalle walked and waded across lower Michigan from Lake
Michigan to Lake Erie. When his party encountered the Huron River they stopped and built an
elm-bark canoe, hoping to float down to the lake. Here are LaSalle’s own words on what
followed after they launched their canoe: “Qur journey was a short one; for as the river was
almost everywhere encumbered by heaps of wood, which the swollen waters carry down or cast
into its bed, we got weary of carrying our baggage every moment when the masses of wood
prevented the canoe from passing...” After 5 days of this they abandoned the canoe and walked
cross country to the Detroit River.

Back to Heward’s entry for April 22: That night they met Indians in two canoes heading
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for Detroit, who told him he would meet many canoes making the same trip. He took advantage
of this chance meeting to send a report back to his employers.

Appendix 3 is a discussion on what kind of canoes these and other Indians in the Upper
Grand River valley would have been making and paddling.

April 23 started out as a good day with fine weather and easy paddling but (my
translation):  Mer about 11 o’clock with Indians spearing sturgeon. An ill looking band of

about 12 who seemed to be refugees from the Ottawas and Potawatomies. Bought a

sturgeon for tobacco and set off when a reinforcement (more Indians) was coming.

Following Heward’s descriptions of the river’s twistings and turnings on topographic
maps leads me to believe that this encounter might have taken place near what is now the Village
of Onondaga in Ingham County.

My interest in Heward’s cross-peninsula expedition was first aroused when I came across
a fictionalized version of this incident by Lansing State Journal history writer Birt Darling in a
1990 article. One gets the impression from his journal that Heward and his canoe men paddled
fast and hard to distance themselves fmrﬁ the “ill looking band.” That day they “passed” the
rapids for which Eatoﬁ Rapids 1s named before they camped. (I take the term “passed” to mean
they ran the rapids rather than portaging around.)

On Saturday, April 24, they paddled nearly 50 river miles:

Refitted our Cannots with gum & set off passed a Rapid in about an hour

(Dimondale) ...came to a River from the East (Red Cedar at Lansing) & a little lower

two Cabins of Indians from Sagana (North Lansing) ...another Island about Mid Day

(Delta Mills) ...came to another Island afterwards three Small Islands & some pine

Trees on each side of the River & high rocks on the North & a small Run of Water from

the South (Grand Ledge) ...
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He then describes the islands, banks, current, and bottom downstream of the Ledges. That night
they “... Encamped opposite an Island...”

Comparing his inventory of islands with current topographic maps has led me to
conclude that their campsite that night was in the northeast corer of Section 19 of Danby
Township, Ionia County. Even today that looks like a good campsite, despite being a littered and
eroded dead end of a country road. Appendix 4 covers the “Hugh Heward Challenge”, an
annual commemoration of that day’s paddle.

On Sunday morning April 25, 1790, Heward’s party passed “...a River from the East
where was a cabin of Otowas...” (the Looking Glass River where it joins the Grand at Portland).
The next morning: “Set off & arrived abot 10 oClock at a wintering place a little above a River
Jfrom North East that goes to Sagana...” They had arrived at the place where the Maple River
joins the Grand at present day Muir and Lyons in Iorda County (See Map No. 7).

This is the downstream end of the Upper Grand River, a geologically “youthful” stream
full of meanders with a narrow floodplain. From here on to Lake Michigan they would be on the
Lower Grand, a wider and slower stream with a wide floodplain which is the ancient channel of
the Glacial Grand River. The Glacial Grand drained the meltwater from a lobe of the continental
glacier that occupied the Saginaw Valley some 10,000 years ago. At that time the Lake Huron
and Lake Erie basins were both buried in ice a mile or more in thickness. Thus ail of the
meltwater had to flow west via the drainage channel now occupied by the Maple River. When
the glacier eventually retreated, uncovering the eastward-flowing Lake Huron-Lake Erie-Lake
Ontario-St. Lawrence River-Atlantic system, drainage in most of the Saginaw Valley reversed
and the Maple shrunk to a relatively small west-flowing stream.,

The “Sagana” was, of course, today’s Saginaw River. There was a portage between the

Maple and the eastward flowing Bad River, a tributary of the Shiawassee River, which in turn is
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tributary to the Saginaw. There long had been a cross-peninsula trade and travel route from Lake
Michigan to Saginaw Bay and Lake Huron utilizing these rivers and the Maple-Bad portage. |
am inclined to believe that one purpose of Heward’s journey was to explore for an alternative to
this cross-peninsula route.

At the “wintering place” Heward was told by “squaws” that the “Frenchman” was gone.
Heward described the camp as a very miserable and desolate place. This raises the question:
Who was the Frenchman?

A search of various Ionia County histories indicates that the first trader in this arca was
one Louis Genereau, but he didn’t establish his post until about 1825. Thus it appears that the
Frenchman was probably a lone, nameless coureur de bois who, living like an Indian, or perhaps
not as well, wintered at this place.

At the Grand-Maple junction they turned west, “...but there was a brisk Wind ahead
which annoyed us much...here the River Wider but not more Current...” Despite the head wind
they made excellent progress for, “...about 1 0Clock passed a Village at the forks where a
Trader had been but he was gone...” They were at present-day Ada in Kent County where the
Thornapple River enters the Grand. A search of Kent County histories, past Michigan History
magazines, and various other sources yielded no identity for the departed “trader.” To 'quote a
Michigan History article:

In 1821 Rix Robinson was the first known white man to locate in Western

Michigan. One of his most important posts was at the junction of the Grand and

Thornapple rivers...

Here again I have to believe the trader must have been another unknown coureur de bois.
(Or perhaps the same one who wintered at the confluence of the Maple and the Grand?)

After passing the mouth of the Thornapple, Heward said “...fook the Nore West Fork...”
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This means they headed northwest into the gréat north to west and back south loop that the
Grand makes going around the Kent County highland now partially occupied by Grand Rapids.
1t has always seemed strange fo me that the torrent of meltwater flowing down the Glacial Grand
made such a detour.

“Near Sun set arrived at a strong rapid & village...” They were at the rapids of the
Grand, for which the city was named. The Indian village and the portage around the rapids were
on the river’s right bank (west side). The east side had islands and channels (long ago lost to
landfill) and steep, wooded hills (Map No. 8). It is the evening of April 26, a little over a month
after they left Detroit. (Today it is an easy three or four hour trip via 1-96.)

Here is Heward’s journal entry for Tuesday, April 27, 1790, their last day on the Grand
River: Embarked after getting some sturgeon & passed a plain to the East in about an

Hour where it appears to be a wintering place the River still larger & a good smooth

Current but a North Wind strong against us the Course West & the River larger &

larger to the Mouth & surrounded with Pine on all sides with Meadows & small Lakes

& very wide at the Entrance of the Lake where we arrived at Sun set & found Mr.

Langlade who appeared to be very friendly & promised to get me some Gum.

Encamped on the other Side there being many Indians with him.

They had arrived at Lake Michigan at the site of present-day Grand Haven.

In a footnote in the Askin Papers editor Quaife says Mr. Langlade was “Evidently
Charles Michel Langlade...” In a 1965 article in the Lansing State Journal Birt Darling
characterized Langlade as “...one of the greatest fur trader and frontier fighters of his time...part
French, part Indian, a legend in his time. Then in his 60’s, Langlade reputedly had fought in a

hundred battles.”
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Willis Dunbar in his Michigan — a History of the Wolverine State (1965) says: “Charles
Langlade...now carried out a plan...to move his headquarters to Green Bay, where he had
numerous relatives. Here he spent the remainder of his life...and lived until early in the
nineteenth century, continuing his fur-trade business along the Grand River in Michigan.”
Heward and his engagés wasted no time in heading south along the Lake Michigan
shoreline, The next day after they had arrived at the river Iﬁouth they:
...set off the Wind North by West under Sail but before Mid Day the Wind forced
5o as to oblige us to put into the River a Barbu (Pigeon River) & with Difficulty got in
& got some Sprays of the swells & we there camped & unloaded to Gum the Cannots.
On the following day, Thursday, April 29, they were windbound all day. During the next
two days they coasted the shore, arriving at the mouth of the St. Joseph River late on May 1.
Here they were windbound for two more days.
These are Heward’s words describing their journey on Tuesday, May 4:
A very blowing Night the Wind veering to every point, in the Morning A Wind
Jrom the Laud continued in a Wavering manner by Blasts & the Swell also from the
North rnot abating & we finding no River or creek to put in & seeming a Risque of taking
Water if we put in to unload we continued sometimes under reefed Sail & Sometimes
with paddles hoping to reach a River till about three oClock when as sudden as lightning
the wind chopp 'd round with the Swell & blew a terrible Squal & thunder Gust which
obliged us to make the Shore as fast as possible & both Cannots filled We saved the
cannots & all the Goods but was wetted we put them out of Reach of very high Seas &
camped & made a Fire the best way we could continued a heavy Rain & sometimes hail
Storm all the Afternoon. We were happy at being near shore & quick at Landing for a

Quarter of an hour would have lost all it was so sudden & excessive that no small Craft
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could have sustained it.

Remember, these are eight men in two 20 foot birchbark canoes with all their baggage,
food and trade goods, and that Lake Michigan water is numbingly cold in early May;

They spent the next three days on the beach drying their goods and gear. On Saturday,
May 8, they loaded and set off, arriving in about an hour at the mouth of the Galien River
(present-day New Buffalo). From there they followed along the south shore of the big lake until
they sailed up to the Chicago portage on Sunday, May 10. Here they traded their birchbark
canoes for a pirogue. It must have been a sizeable dugout to hold eight men with their baggage
and goods. They hired five Indians to help them across the portage and on Wednesday, May 12,
they were on the DesPlains River, the northern tributary of the Ilinois (Map Ne. 9). The journal
entries through May 20 describe the trip down the Illinois River. The last entry is nothing but
the date: “Friday May 21% 1790”.

If there was a record of the return trip it has not survived.

Map No. 10 shows the progress of the Heward Party — spring 1790.
Appendix 5 contains my speculations as to his return route.
Appendix 6 is my attempt to determine (or guess) where the party camped each night

that they were in Michigan.
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WHO WAS HUGH HEWARD?

In a footnote to the John Askin Papers Editor Milo Quaife has this to say about Hugh
Heward: Hugh Heward was engaged in the fur trade in the Detroit and Wabash regions as
early as 1782. In 1786 he was given power of attorney to represent the Miamis Company
in French llinois... (The Miamis Company was a partnership of six Detroit merchants or
firms which in the end proved unprofitable.) ...in 1787 he sojourned for awhile in
Cahokia... (in 1790) ... he was serving as a clerk and bookkeeper for William and David
Robertson (Détroit merchants), in which employment he continued until 1796. In the
autumn of 1800 he left Detroit for York (Toronto), where he was employed by the
Governor in the capacity of clerk or secretary. There he died in June, 1803... Heward
was a man of considerable education, and it is a matter for regret that more of the
Journals of his wilderness life, which there is reason to suppose he kept, have not come
down to us.
[t is known that he was a member of the Militia for the Town of Detroit of which John
Askin was Captain. It is also known that in 1787 Heward was involved in a controversy with
Louis Lorimer, a well known French-Canadian trader who supported the British during the
American Revolution. Acting as an agent for the Miamis Company he sought to seize
Lorimer’s assets for debts unpaid. Lorimer had been in Kaskaskia, but with the intention of
protecting his goods from seizure, he moved them across the Mississippi to the Spanish
settlement of Ste. Genevieve (See Map No. 12, Appendix 5). This strategem did not work,
however, since Heward was able to obtain the cooperation of the Spanish commander and did

seize the goods.



2

As best I am able to determine, Hugh Heward and his French-Canadian engagés were the
first white men to travel on the Upper Grand River; that is, that portion of the Grand River from
its various headwaters to its confluence with the Maple River, where it enters the channel of the
ancestral super-river which drained the meltwater from the retreating continental glacier. This
belief is based on more than the fact that I could find no record or other indication of white men
being on the Upper Grand prior to 1790. It is plain that Indians regularly used the Grand-Huron
route to get to and from Detroit, and thus knew the location of the portage and the geographic
relationship between the Grand and Huron tributaries and headwaters. Apparently no white men,
French or British did.

HeWmd and his employers would have had ready access to information anyone in Detroit
would have had. The white men nearest the portage, and the settlers and traders at what is now
Ypsilanti, seemingly did not know the route to the Grand River watershed nor the location of the
portage.

If there were any white men on the Upper Grand before Heward, they most probably
would have been unlettered and unknown coureurs de bois. In Michigan — A History of the
Wolverine State, Willis Dunbar describes them:

The famed coureurs de bois scorned all regulations and all restraint. They often
lived among the Indians for years and took Indian wives. The free and adventurous life
of the coureurs de bois had afatal attraction for the youth of New France.

If any of these men went up the Upper Grand, one would wonder why. Going from Lake
Michigan to Lake Erie, or vice versa, is crossing the peninsula the hard way (See Appendix 5 for
speculation on Heward’s return tﬁp). The usual and ancient means of ¢rossing the peninsula was

the Grand-Maple-Bad-Shiawassee-Saginaw way. The route most used by both the Indians and






the French for travel between Lakes Erie or Huron and Lake Michigan was via the Straits of

Mackinaw.

Subsequent to Heward’s trip, the usual way that white men accessed the Grand was to go
overland from Detroit to Jackson (then called Jacksonburg), and then go down the river, usually
on flatboats. These travelers were mostly settlers heading for such places as Eaton Rapids,

Portland, or Ionia.

If one just wanted to travel between Lake Erie and the lower Illinois River or Cahokia or
Kaskaskia, the route via the Maumee and Wabash Rivers made the most sense (Maps 12, 13,

and 14 of Appendix 5).

I believe Heward’s journey was more in the nature of an exploration rather than a

commercial venture.
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DETROIT IN THE 1790’s

In 1929 The Algonquin Historical Society of Canada published the book Canadian
Achievement in the Province of Ontario. Part of that book is “The Detroit River District”, by
Hugh Cowan. Included in Cowan’s part is a contemporary description of Detroit in the 1790°s
by one Isaac Weld:

Detroit contains about three hundred houses, and is the largest town in the
western country. It stands contiguous to the river, on the top of the banks, which are here
about twenty feet high. At the bottom of them there are very extensive wharves for the
accommodation of the shipping, built of wood, similar to those in the Atlantic sea-ports.
The town consists of several streets that run parallel to the river, which are intersected by
others at right angles. They are all very narrow, and not being paved, dirty in the
extreme whenever it happens to rain; for the accommodation of passengers, however,
there are footways very close fo each other. The town is surrounded by a strong
stockade, through which there are four gates; two of them open to the wharfs, and the
two others to the north and south side of the town respectively. The gates are defended
by strong block houses, and on the west side of the town is a small fort in form of a
square, with bastions at the angles. At each of the corners of this fort is planted a small
ordnance at present in the place. The British kept a considerable train of artillery here,
but the length of time against a regular force, the fortifications, indeed, were constructed
chiefly as a defense against the Indians.

About two thirds of the inhabitants of Detroit are of French extraction, and the
greater part of the inhabitants of the settlements on the river, both above and below the

town, are of the same description. The former are mostly engaged in trade, and they all



appear to be much on an equality. Detroit is a place of very considerable trade; there

are no less than twelve trading vessels belonging to it, brigs, sloops and schooners, of

from fifty to one hundred tons burthen each.
...The inhabitants are well supplied with provisions of every description; the fish
in particular, caught in the river and neighbouring lakes, are of a very superior quality.

The fish held in most estimation is a sort of large trout, called the Michilimackinac white

fish, from its being caught mostly in the straits of that name. The inhabitants of Detroit

and neighbouring country, however, though they have provisions in plenty, are frequently
much distressed for one very necessary concomitant, namely, salt. Until within a short
time past they had no salt but what was brought from Europe; but salt springs have been
discovered in various parts of the country, from which they are now beginning to
manufacture that article for themselves...

The country round Detroit is uncommonly flat, and in none of the rivers is there a

fall sufficient to turn even a grist mill.

...They grind their corn at present by wind mills, which I do not remember fo

have seen in any other part of North America.

The editor of Canadian Achievement has this to say about Isaac Weld:

The above estimate of the value of the ceded outposts, together with the description
account of Detroit, is a Reprint from a valuable book of travels, written by Isaac Weld, Junior,
who visited the Detroit region and wrote an account of his observations. The book is not now in
circulation, and the number of available volumes, rare. There is a special interest attached to
this narrative account of his visitations, seeing that they are the observations of an eye-witness
concerning circumstances and places of which we have not too much contemporary history. His

Judgments, the circumstances of subsequent years have fully substantiated.



B G VIO

CONSIDERED THE FIR®T authentic
view of Detroit is this wash drawing of
1794 {above} by an unknown artist. Years
later much of the area in which ships are
shown anchored was filled in. Other early
views included cne of St. Anne’s Street
{right), and one from the Canadian side
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WHAT KIND OF CANOES DID GRAND RIVER INDIANS BUILD?

In his journal Heward refers to Indians building “cannots” to go to Detroit. The premier
Indian canoe was, of course, made from birchbark; that is, the bark of the white or canoe birch,
betula paperifera. Heward’s canoes were birchbark as were those of the voyageurs whose
strength, stamina, and paddles powered the fur trade. Indians did make dugout canoes, a subject
I will cover later in this appendix, but here I am considering only bark canoes.

William Atherton, a Kentucky militiaman, was wounded and captured by an Indian band
allied with the British at an 1813 battle at what is now Monroe. He survived the subsequent
“River Raisin Massacre” because the band adopted him and took him to their winter hunting
grounds on the Grand River. He was eventually freed and wrote an account of his adventures.
In that account he said that in the spring, in preparation for going to Detroit, “A4ll hands turned
out to making bark canoes. We made two for each large family.”

I assume the Indians Heward refefs to were also building bark canoes, but since the
valley of the Upper Grand is well south of where the paper birch grew, they must have been
using some other kind of bark. The following discussion is from my 2002 monograph Locating

Michigan’s Old Canoe Portages:

“In Adney and Chappelle’s The Bark Canoes and Skin Boats of North America, there is a
discussion of barks other than birch-bark for canoe construction:

Many other barks were employed in bark canoe construction, but in most
instances the craft were for temporary or emergency use and were discarded after a short
time. Such barks as spruce (Picea), elm (Ulmus), chestnut (Castenea dentate L.), hickory
(Carya spp.), basswood (Tilia spp.) are said to have been used in bark canoe

construction in some parts of North America. Birches other than the paper birch could



be used, but most of them produced bark that was thin, and otherwise poor, and was

considered unsuitable for the better types of canoes.

My guess is that the Grand River Indians built canoes of elm bark, either from the
American elm (Ulmus Americana) or the slippery elm (Ulmus Rubra). Both species were
plentiful in the Grand River valley and the rest of southern Michigan.

The Iroquois Indians were the masters of the technique for constructing canoes from elm
bark. This was necessitated by the lack of birches in their home territory. My research into elm-
bark canoes’ indicates that the Iroquois method was known to other Indian tribes and to the
French.

In the spring of 1680 the explorer LaSalle and his party of four Frenchmen and one
Indian were crossing the southern part of the Lower Peninsula on foot. When they came to the
Huron River they decided to build a canoe, hoping to float down that river to Lake Erie.

These are LaSalle’s own words, “I found a stream and had a sort of elm cut down which
the Iroquois call Arondugalte, the bark of which can be stripped off at all times...” He then
describes the construction of the canoe in some detail. LaSalle’s account is evidence that elm-
bark canoes were known and used in Southern Michigan 110 years prior to Heward’s journey
and 133 years before Atherton’s.

Of course the Grand River Indians might have traded for birch-bark canoe building
materials from tribes to the north, but it is hard to conceive of a north-south commerce in
anything as bulky as rolls of birch bark and spruce root when the interior waterways of the
Lower Peninsula trend east-west.

I think the only logical conclusion is that Grand River Indians used locally available bark

to build their canoes.”

Conventional wisdom seems to have it that dugout canoes made trom hollowing out logs
were clumsy, heavy craft, hard to steer and harder or impossible to portage. Indeed, many of
them would have been, especially those made by inexperienced pioneers without Indian help and

guidance. In researching for an article on Michigan-made “whitewood” dugout canoes which

* Done to write a monograph on elm-bark canoes, a condensation of which was published in Wooden Canoe
magazine, Issue No. 82, August 1997.



was published in Wooden Canoe magazine (Issue 93, June 1999), I found several examples of
this. On the other hand, I have found references to dugout canoes that were apparently quite
maneuverable, shapely, and reasonably light in weight.

For example, two pirogues (the French name for dugout canoes) from Detroit were
paddled across the divide between the Huron and Grand watersheds during a high water period
early in the 19™ century. To have done this these canocists would have had to follow the same
tortuous route up the Huron River and Portage Creek that the Heward party followed in 1790.
Plainly such dugouts could neither have been clumsy nor heavy. Map No. 3 shows how these
pirogues could have crossed from the Huron watershed to the Grand watershed. The channel,
now muckland near Stockbridge, is plainly visible both on maps and on the ground.

Tim Kent of Ossineke, author of Birchbark Canoes of the Fur Trade, who has spent years
studying dugout canoes says, “There is a misconception that (all dugouts) were big, clunky,
heavy watercraft that couldn 't be portaged. Many were sleek vessels.”

In his 1931 Archaelogical Atlas of Michigan, Professor Wilbert Hinsdale says about
Indians’ use of waterways: “It was easier and more rapid to travel by canoe...the bark canoes
and dugouts were narrow and light and could skim over very shallow water.”

The Chippewa Indians of Michigan were expert birchbark canoe builders, but when
circumstances warranted they chose to build dugouts. In 1864 a band of Chippewas was moving
out of the Thornapple River valley to a new location on Lake Michigan well to the north of the
Grand River watershed. To make this trip they built a fleet of canoes from whitewood

(Tuliptree) logs. These dugouts ranged in length from 20 feet to 40 feet.
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THE HUGH HEWARD CHALLENGE

As leader of the History Team of Grand River Expedition 2000, a millennium-end reprise
of Grand River Expedition *90, I issued the “Hugh Heward Challenge”. Expedition canoeists
and kayakers were challenged to try and duplicate the Heward party’s April 24, 1790, sprint.

In considering how the 2000 paddlers would fare in competition with the 1790 paddlers,
remember that Heward’s party had four expert and hardened paddlers per canoe. Further, they
had no dams to portage around and no sluggish backwaters to paddle through. If the Y2K
paddlers were to have any advantage, it would be their equipment: smooth, streamlined synthetic
boats and high-tech paddles; plus, they would not be carrying any loads of trade goods and
provisions.

A group of expedition members led by Verlen Kruger and the canoeing Smith brothers of
Portland took up the challenge. The route was to be from Ingham County’s Burchfield Park to
the dead end of Erdman Road in Ionia County, a distance of about 47 river miles.

They chose April 15, 2000, to make the attempt. A few dropped out about half way, but
the rest finished the trip after about 12 hours of essentially non-stop paddling, proving that
today’s paddlers can accomplish the same feat as Heward’s crew did 210 years before.

April 21, 2001, was the date of the second Hugh Heward Challenge. Five paddlers
waited out a thunderstorm at dawn before launching. They waited again under the first Waverly
Road bridge for the next thunderstorm that they had just paddled through to subside, before
being treated to fine spring weather the rest of the journey. All five (a sclo kayak, a solo
expedition canoe, a solo racing canoe, and a taﬁdem canoe) finished the entire course before

dusk.



The 2002 Hugh Heward Challenge was held on April 20. The event grew to thirty-three
paddlers that year, with seventeen of them finishing the entire Challenge.

The 4™ Annual Hugh Heward Challenge took place on April 26, 2003, with an amazing
sixty-four paddlers taking part. Thirty-one of these paddlers finished the entire course.

Following is that part of Hugh Heward’s journal covering their April 24, 1790, sprint;
Map No. 11 showing the party’s route, the original Challenge, and stories from the Lansing Oar

and Paddle Club’s newsletter.
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GRAND RIVER EXPEDITION 2000

To: Canoe or Kayak Paddlers
From: Jim Woodruff — History Team

Subject: Re-Enactment of 1790 Canoe Trip

In the spring of 1790, British Trader Hugh Heward and seven French engagés in two
birchbark canoes traveled from Detroit to the Illinois Country by going upstream on the Huron
River from Lake Erie, and downstream on the Grand to Lake Michigan. To get from the Huron
to the Grand they had to negotiate a series of streams and lakes along the Livingston-Washtenaw
County line and portage to thel headwaters of the Grand (Portage River) in Jackson County.
They were the first non-natives to pass down the Upper Grand River through present day Eaton
Rapids, Lansing, and Grand Ledge.

Sometime after 6 PM April 23 they ran the rapids at present-day Eaton Rapids and
camped somewhere downstream. The following is a summary of his journal for Aprii 24, 1790:

s Refitted our canoes with gum & set off

e Passed a rapids in about an hour (Dimondale?)

o After which there was high broken ground and banks of red

o From thence we came to a river from the east (Red Cedar)

o A little downstream there were two cabins (wigwams) of Indians. They were

building canoes .(North Lansing).

* About 11 o’clock we came to an island in the middle of the river and a long rapids

o Afterwards there was another island about midday (Delta Mills) & dined



¢ Following the course west north west we came to another island and afterwards three
small islands (Grand Ledge). There were pine trees on each side of the river with
high rocks to the north (ledges) and a small run of water from the south (Sandstone

Creek).

His journal then describes passing a series of 14 islands before camping opposite the 15™.
My study of topographic maps shows that there are today 28 islands between the dam at Grand
Ledge and the mouth of the Looking Glass at Portland. The 15™ island is in the Portland State
Game Area in Sec. 20 of Danby Township of Ionia County.

After careful study of Heward’s journal, USGS topographic maps, and the Grand River
Expedition ‘90 River Guide, I conclude that they paddled at least 45 miles that day. The
question is: Could today’s canoeists or kayakers do as well? Their advantages were (1) no
backwaters to paddle and no dams to portage, (2) four paddlers to a canoe — Were their birchbark
canoes a disadvantage as compared to modern canoes or kayaks?

My proposed duplication of this 1790 day’s paddle would go as follows:

At least two cja.noes — Start at daylight at Burchfield County Park off Grovenburg Road —
mid-day at Delta Mills Park (near Verlen’s place) — End at the river a mile east and a mile north
of Sebewa Corners.

Presumably Heward and his men gummed their canoes at dawn and camped before dark.
If this re-enactment is done later than April 24, it should start at the equivalent time of April 24
daylight — If they finish before dark that proves they are as good as Heward — If not, they have

the dams and backwaters as alibis.

‘What we need are volunteers...
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G.R. Expedition 2000--6 Months Off!!!

Historical Aspects

The Indian name for the Grand
River  was
“Owashtenong™ meaning far flowing or
tong flowing river. The Grand is
Michigan’s longest river, flowing from
highlands in nerthern Hillsdale County
io Grand Haven on Lake Michigan.

The Grand is mae of six rivers with
1eadwaters in Hillsdale coumty. Three
low to Lake Erie and three to Lake
Michigan, The three within the Lake
Zrie. watershed are the River Raisin,
Jhio’s Tiffin River and Indiana’s St.
loseph of the Maumee. The Lake
viichigan Watershed rivers besides the
Jrand, are the St. Jeseph which enters
.ake Michigan at St. Joseph and the
Calamazoo which enters Lake
dichigan at Sangutuck.

The first Damn on the Grand is at
Jdberty Mills in southern Jackson
ounty and the last is at Grand Rapids.
‘here are 11 Dams in all on the
1ainstream.

The first non-native Americans to
addle on the upper Grand River were
iritish fur trader, Hugh Heward and
even french “engage’s” in two
irchbark canoces in the spring of 1790.

The old state prison in Jackson was

In this issue...

Historical Aspects ........... 1
The Challenge . ............. 1

“Washtenong”  or -

built of sandstone quarried en the banks
of the Grand River.

The Great French explorer, 1a
Salle was ambushed by Mascoutin
Indians at the Grand River in northern
Jackson County in early April 1680.
LaSale and his party was hiking across
the Jower peninsula from Lake
Michigan to  Lake Erie. The
Mascoutins thought the Frenchmen
were an froquois war party. When they
found out otherwise they didn’t harm
them.

The upper Grand River between
it’s headwaters and Lyons in Ionia
County is a Johnny-come-lately
tributary te the ancestral Grand River.
Thirteen thousand years ago it was a
charmel through which glaciai
meltwater flowed in torrenis to what is
now Lake Michigan. The Maple River
and the lower Grand now flow through
the remnants of that channel. At that
time a mile-thick lobe of the continental
glacter occupied the Saginaw Valley.

--Jim Woodruff

The Challenge

“History Team Leader”, Jim
Woodruff' is challenging mid-Michigan

-canoeists or kayakers to match the feat

of British fur trader Hugh Heward and
his French crew who paddled their two
birch-bark camoes over 45 miles in one
day on the Grand River in 1790. Inthe
spring of that year Heward led an
expedition from Detroit to Lake Erie

and then acress the lewer Peninsnla to
Lake Michigan by going upstream on
the Huron River and downstream on the
Grand River. :

On April 24, 1790, after having

- passed the rapids at present day Eaton
- Rapids the evening before, the Heward
. party paddied all the way past ke sites

_of Dimendale, Lansing, and -Grand

Ledge toan island in the Portland State

‘Game Area before camping for the

night.
As a springtime kad-in {o the
Grand River Expedition 2000 +trip,

~Woodraff proposes an attempl -to
“duplicate that day’s journey by starting

-at Grand River County Park off

- Grovenburg Road in Ingham County
-and ending at Frdmen Road near
: Sebewa Corners in Ionia County. The

starting time would be the equivalent of

- daylight on April 24, 2000.

Woodmif believes that it will be
difficult fer present day canoeisis fo

- meet for beat] this challenge, since

Heward had no backwaters to paddie
and no dams to portage, even though
modern watercraft might be faster tha
birch-bark canoes.

We would like to hear from anyone
who thinks they are up to this
challenge.

Verlen Solos Stretch

- of Alaska’s

Kantishna River
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o the Grand River

HUGH HEWARD CHALLENGE

On April 15th at daybreak, a group of paddlers

will try to re-create the April 24, 1790 voyage of
the Hugh Heward party, the first non-Native
Americans to paddle the upper Grand River. Jim
Woodruff, history leader of Grand River Expedition
2000, notes that the journal of Heward has the fur
trading party of 8 traveling at least 45 miles that
day in two birchback canoes. The paddle begins at
Burchfield Park and ends at Portland State Game
Area. Contact Charlie Parmelee for more info.

Expedition to be re-enacted

On Saturday, April 15
at daybreak, Verlen
Kruger, a world-record
long distance paddler, and
Mike Smith, also a long-
distance paddler, will join
several others in a re-
enactment of an April 24,
1790 event.

That was the day Hew-
Heward, with seven
Frenchmen in two birch
bark cances (the first
white men to travel the
Grand River) embarked

from somewhere near

William Burchfield Park at
daybreak and stopped for
the night in the Portland
State Game area.

This is a distance of 45-
plus miles. The challenge
is to see if a man can still
do it today The event is
gponsored by the Grand
River Expedition 2000 and
the upcoming River Clean-
up on May 6 of this year.

The Ingham County
Parks Department was
also instrumental in mak-
ing this happen.

4(@(“1‘
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By Jossus SHERARD
For the Lansing State Journal

This Saturday, cznoeists and
kayakers from all over the state
will gather 2t the Grand River for
the'Hugh Heward Challenge.

Thie annual event, degigned for

paddiers of all skill levels, con~ .

sists of a2 $-mile course that

starts at Wiliam Burchficld Park __

in Holt and finishes at the Port
land-Btate Game Area.
The course is modeled afte

the route that was tzken by fux

trader Hugh Heward, who in 1790 .
- was the first European fo canoe

down the Grand River.
“It is a very interesting course

because you get a real sense’
of history when you ave travel-

ingalong it,” said Charlie Parmel
ee-of the Lansing OCar and Pad-

dle Club, “The historical coniexi-

makes this event more apueahng
10 many paddlers.”

Since its inception three years:

ago, the amount of people partici

pating in the Hugh Heward Chal- .
lenge-has been steadily growing..
Parmelee believes it is the fun at-,

mosphere that is fueling the in-
crease.

“st first, 1 think many people
‘thought this was a race to see-
who was the best paddier, but’

that is not the case,” he said. “1
like to think of it more like golf.

“You are just out there having

fun competing with yourself.”

Nancy Anderson, the event or-
ganizer for the club, says self-
competition is what inspires so
many paddlers to attempt the
course year after vear

“No awards are given out so
it’s not really a race in that re-
gard,” she sald. “The challenge
comes from trying 1o finish the
course snd trying to beat your
previous best time.”

During the first year of the
‘event less than 20 people par-
ticipated. That number is expect-
ed to grow to more than 50 this
year,

One of the main reasons for
the increase is the advent of two
separate launches for compefi-
tive and recreational groups. Rec-
reational paddiers will launch at
6:30 a.m., while racers will launch
around 10 a.m.

“We split the two groups up so

Tuning up; Verlen Kriger paddies during the 2001 Hugh Heward Chatlenge.

Kruger will use this year's evert {o prepare forhis upcoming Yukon River trip.

all skili levels would feel comfort-
able participating” said Ander-
son. “Tt allows slower paddliers to
go at their own pace while the
more competitive pudd ers can
zooin dowa the river”

Another option zvailable for
the iess experienced iz choosing
a section of the course to paddle.
This allows people with less en-
durance to enjoy the event with-
out feeling the pressure of having
to paddle more than 50 miles.

“It is pretty challenging. to
complete a 55-mile course in one
day,” said Parmelee.

“Choosing a certain section
and just paddling part of the
course is a great option for the
recreational paddler.”

Even though the event is de-
signed for paddle-boat enthusi-

asts, other outdoors lovers are
also encouraged to participate.
Hikers, walkers and bikers can
follow the paddlers as they move
along the river.

T am not a water person a
all” said Janet Hill. “Last year
just enjoved walking down the
river trail for a couple miles and
watching all the people go down
the river” _

Boardwalk trails can be found

-

L
7
i

along the river throughout most .

of the course. Parts of the course
in Lansing, Grand Ledge and
Portland all have trails that fol-
low the river.

“I think they do a good job of
plotting the course around the riv-
er trails so spectators can watch,”
Hill said. “If really makes this an
event everyone can enjoy.”
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Haqh HF‘W&i‘d Chaiienge Paddie
L By Nancy. Anderson :

The Hugh Hewar&‘ Cha!ienge Is'an annua!

* paddiing event re-enacting the April 24, 1790,

voyage of British fur trader Hugh Hewa:‘d and seven

~hired Frenchmen in two birchbark ¢anoes.

Traveling fromm Lake Erie. e Lake Michigan, Heward
and his mén were the first white men’ o travel the
Grand River through present day Eatpn Rapids,

 Dimondale, Lansing, Grand Le dge and Portiand.

Their 1790 joumney though curares began at
daybreak near present day Burchfieid Park.
Traveling until dusk, they paddied 47 miles to camp
on the current iand of the Pontiand State Game
Area.

This ysar's Challenge was lengthenad {o 55
mites, with the take-out at Poriland’'s Thompson
Field. This came about because of a statement
Verlen Kruger made at one of his slide

reseniations. He referred to the paddier who has
paddied *over 50 miles in a single day” as the rarest
breed of all. {And, of course, we ali want to be rare.)

This year's Hugh Heward Chaflenge took piace
on Saturday, April 20. The day dawned with light
rain, but that didn't dampen the spisits of the
challengers. Eighteen paddlers launched about
7:00 a.m. following a paddler's blessing and prayer

ge-—Verlen Kruger (79 yrs) -



for *:afeiy‘ wsth friends and § m‘iy*vhceléqg'mﬁm on-
theirway: Al 8:30, six canoe raoers launched,
making.gloial of twenly-four challengers attempiing
the whots Est.:;nc’e

&t the i ges wasar eaﬂy appremcﬁ:ee by alf
They ma, : aa'g"ea‘é Chee“_aﬁg segnan aiang i e wav.

a smgle day. T imes for ’the whoie cha!lenge ranged
from 12~ 15 hours, except, of course, forthe canoe
racers, who were dec:ded!y faster. Seventeen
paddisrs’ cample’ied the whole challenge including
79~year—0}d Verian. Krugar who led the front pack.
They were awarded Cerificates of achievement.
Alex. St. Clair; 13 years old, completed 43 miles.
Ong paddier made 30 milés, and two others made
22 miles, new milestones for them. Charlie even
managed 17 miles before pulling oul, after being up
sick ail night. What a disappeintment!

Family and friends that didn’t attempt the whoia
challenge also joined in-on the fun. Four paddiers
came to experience the Portland State Game Area.
Puttinig in at Jaycee Park in Grand Ledge, they
;}add!eﬁ the last 'Vz of the course and now refer fo

smiling faces of the Half-Hughers at the end

Fiya more pw‘ in af Charloite Highwa y and: pm@dipdi
the tgsi 13 miles with family and friends; for & ‘;Gtai :
ot ihirty-three paddiing parti icipants. :

Afipaddiers seemed 10 gresatly enjoy thelr day
an the waler, New sights and pldces were seen.

Mew skills wera gained; exisiing ones refinsd. New
eXDerisnces weig realized; goalswerg

abcampiasned Hew ’i?&&ﬂﬁi“-‘hsp& were formed; othe prs
were deepened. And all can aow say that they
pacﬁdied wafih \i‘es’%en ?ruge»r fﬁe paddlidg 1 eaend

chili cookout after the challenge

Come join us next vear and bring the
whole family.



Juiy/Bugust 2003
Valume 17, lasue 4

cLu

Hugh Heward 4™ Annual Challenge Paddle
Photo collage by Richard Schultz (Mark’s dad)
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ihinge to those hot dogs. And filled in the smaller voids
with chins and cookies.

" jon Pumplin . David Johnson, Joe Reisner

Allin all, 8 very nice a?{é.r_'ﬂoen of fresh air and exercise, &
nice day of making new. acguaintances, and renewing old
friendships. | would personaily like to thank everybody for
g veny.nice afternodn.

Hugh Heward Challenge Paddie

John Slawinski says:
Mark Schuitz and | bumped into each other at the YMCA
and recalled our getling acquainiad on the Expedition
2000, We decided it wouid be fun io get together and do
some paddling and pedaling. Mark checked the LOAPC
schedule and discovered the upcoming Hugh Heward
challenge. We began s somewhat rigorous iralning
schedule that involved upstream conditioning, cyeling, and
a two-session practice run of the actual course.
Our goal was 1o sat a benchmark time and make Yerien
proud of us, as we paddied a Kruger Cruiser in the everd,
Apparently our Polish Fraciice Regimen paid off. We
stayed out in front in spite of relentless pursult by a pairin
a Wenona. (Who were those guys?) We received a cell
phone oall from Mark’s dad informing us that they were
siili there after completing the poriage in Grand Ledgs.
Cne CZ racer leaked in just ghead of us &t Porlland a5 we
finished in 10 hours and 30 minutes. The pair in the
Wenona staved just 5 minutes behind us the eniirs fime.
Wihat a riot! Talk about fur traders and Indianst
e have since participated in two more LOAPC paddies
ard continue o have a ball. My boat was baptized on the
"FPagdie (o Helli® and Mark 1ol third in class st
Manchester, with 2 Hime on the River Raisin jusi under 33
minuies,

Gur checks are in the maill as new members of ihe club

and we ook ferward 1o future svents. [ would like 10 give

apﬂGFSE thanks 1o outing organizers and the folks at Kruger
Canoes for pulting up with our antics.

Regina Mingus says:
airived to the park in the dark and just as the Park
Ranger was unlocking the gate on his morning rounds.
Within 10 minutes, our Challenge leaders had arrived with

tables, packages for ali the paddiers, botlled water and the
wvaly "green, fraveling larins”.

in a matter of minutes, iables were set up and ready ©
regisier the 84 paddiers of the day. They came in groups,
or ihey came solo. Some as a couple were traveling
tandem. In a kayak or a cance, they alt came with 3 smille
and excitemnent for the day. There weare many comments
ahoui how well organized everdhing was. They zll were
glad io have their own map {(and plastic coaled) with
g)hrsne numbers of road crew o contact if anyone needsad
heip

On that beautlful moming, whan everyone's gear was
unicaded and all vessels ready, we siood by the waler
and an invited minister said a special prayer for the
paddiers. Then one by ong the chalbenge sitaned for the
£5 - mile descent down the Grand River. Refracing the
same siretch of the Grand that ihe English fur trader
traveled many times and many years ago. Hugh Heward

is his name.

Nancy Anderson says:
Aprit 26, 2003, dawned crisp and coul, perfect for
paddimg A record number of 34 paédlers and 1 dog
showed up to participate in the 4" Annual Hugh Heward
Challenge. They came with happy faces and the
adrenalin flowing, ready for a long day.

Following registration, Pastor Gerhard Weigelt gave ihe
paddier's blessing to start us on our way. Ve launched
about 730, with the marathon canoe racers foliowing at
§:00. Bosgis were as varied as the pagdiers. There wers
recreational kayaks and sea kayaks, both tandem and
solo. There were Loons and Seawinds. Thers were
regular canoes and racing canoses, also both andem and
solo. And there was one Kruger Cruiser

Some came 1o paddie a few miles with family and Tiends,
and some came 0 ses how farthay could go. Somsa
came to paddle through the Portlang Siate Game Arga,
while others pignned on going the whole distance. Hers
are their stalistics:

5.4 miles - 3 paddiers
12.8 miles - 1 paddier
14.0 miles - 3 paddiers
18,3 miles -~ 1 paddier
183 miles - 1 paddler
24.8 miies - 10 paddlers
292 miigs - 8 paddlers
302 miles - 5 paddiers
42 0 milez - 1 paddisr

55.0 miles - 21 paddisrs
The 31 finishers inciuded 4 kayvais, 3 Segwinds, 2 requiar
canaes, 11 racing canoes, and 1 Kruger Cruiser, Tenof
these boats wers landem. Times ranged rom
approximately @ hours to 14 hours, slower than last year
due 1o lower water levels, Al 31 finishers rece;ved
certificates of achisvement,

Several paddied 1o new milesiones. Most impressive to
me was Mary Bricker. Her previous long paddie in a



single day was 20 mias. She complieled the whole 55
miles in her hand built Pyomy Arclic Tem 14 kavak, Way
to go, Maryl

A weloorne new addition 1o the challengs this year was the
gan, green traveling laking”, complele with hand sanilizer

and miror. Charlie was dubbed as the officiat sh™, |

mazn wasie hauler. Some woried that he would drive off

without checking 1o sae if someona was sl inside.

Cxhers worrisd that they would get locked inside. Anyway,

it was & good idea. Thanks, Chariial

And a big thank you goss to our land orew: Bruce
Anderson, Charlie and Deb Parmeilee, and Regins
Mingus. They did a fantastic job. We all couldn’t have
done ¥ without you! You made g long hard day & Tun,
memaorable time for svervone. Some comments sant o
tne ciub afterwsrds include: “The hospitality that we
exparienced was outsianding and & does paint a piciure of
how friendly the communily is....Once again, thanks for
the experience, it will be an excellent parl of my shared
adventure experiences around the USA” said Heath
Poweli, Assistant Recreation Director, Northeastem
flinois University.  “Thank you for volunteering the tims
and efforf 50 | could have such a good time. You all did a
superb job.”

"BRAVO for 2 job well done”  "We want 10 express our
gratitude for the great lime we had on the Hugh Heward
Challengs. B was just the inspiration we nesded to get
~even MORE involved in paddiing.”

biany paddlers siayed aflerwards to snjoy a olhill supper
while swapping storiss about theirday, Thank you
Connie Cannon and Patty Pape for supplying ths desseit
goodies, They were great!

. All paddiers seemed {0 greatly enjoy their day on the
water, despite the hard work., Many are already planning
on more fraining eaiier next spring 50 they can complais
the whole distance next year. We hope they do.

See you next year!

: 'fqvw ™
CGPENING CEREMONY

SEA WIND AT KRUGER BASE CAMP

Yerlen Mruger calebrated his 81 st birthday on Monday,
June 30, with John Slawinski on the Red Cedar and
Grand Rivers, Under wonderful blue skdes and termperale
weather Verlen enjoyed {his celebration 1o the fullesl.

This was an unhurried paddie on the Red Cadgr Rivar
from Meridian Road inlo the Grand Rhver, through Lansing
and on into Deits Mills, Verler's home, Kruger Bass
Zamp. Fromwhat | hear, there was no racing, but irving to
keep up with Veren would be a race In #sell for anvons.

Happy Eirihdayi Verlen! Youo are an inspiration and
continually show us the way {6 enjoy paddiing io the
fullast,
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APPENDIX 5

THE RETURN ROUTE?

It could be that Heward did not return to Detroit by the same route he took to reach the
Itlinois country. He had gone down the Illinois River all the way to the Mississippi.

Although the journal ends at this point, I think it is reasonable to assume that the party
continued on to at least Cohokia, and probably on to Kaskaskia where Heward had been three
years earlier (Map No. 12). Appendix 1 includes an account of his prior activities at Kaskaskia
and environs.

We do not know which, if any, of the engagés returned to Detroit with him. While
coming down the Illinois, at least two of them gave notice that they would not continue to
accompany him.

To get back to Detroit, Heward could have gone on down the Mississippi to its
confluence with the Ohio River, and then upstream on the Chio to where the Wabash River joins
it. The Wabash has its headwaters in northeastern Indiana, and in its lower reaches forms the
border between Indiana and Illinois. The Maumee River, which flows into Lake Erie at Toledo,
begins where the Little St. Joseph River and St. Mary’s River join at Ft. Wayne. In Heward’s
time there was a nine mile portage between the Wabash and Maumee (Map No. 13). Thus by
going upstream on the Wabash and downstream on the Maumee, Heward would have reached
Lake Erie, and crossing the west end of this lake, would have been again on the Detroit River
(Map No. 14). The reverse of this is probably how he got to Kaskaskia before.

Another alternative way to return would have been to go back upstream on the Illinois
and divert to the Kankakee River at the fork where the Kankakee and Des Plaines rivers join to

form the Illinois. Going up the Kankakee to its source, a series of ponds in a large marsh at what
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is now South Bend, would have brought Heward to the portage to the St. Joseph River often used
by French explorers going back and forth between Lake Michigan and the Illinois River. The St.
Joseph flows into Lake Michigan at the city of the same name.

If by using this route or the reverse of his trip down the [llinois he returned to the Grand
River, he then had his choice of two ways across the Lower Peninsula. He could use the Upper
Grand — Huron - Lake Erie route which would be upstream most of the way through many
meanders and against a strong current; or he could go up the relatively straight, slow moving
Maple River to the portage to the Bad River. From then on, all the way to Detroit, he would
either be going with the current or be on open water. This route goes downstream on the Bad,
then the Shiawassee, then the Saginaw to Saginaw Bay and Lake Huron, St. Clair River, Lake St.
Clair, and finally the Detroit River (Map No. 15).

Any of the alternatives would have required him to get rid of the large Chicago pirogue
and again acquire canoes.

There is practically no chance that we will ever learn which way he returned. What we

know for sure is that he did return to Detroit.
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WHERE WERE THE CAMPSITES?

My retirement hobby is “topology” (the topographical study of an area in relation to its
history). As an exercise in topology, I have tried to figure out where Heward and his engagés
camped each night based on the notations in his journal, study of detailed topographic maps,
some historical research, and road reconnaissance.

CAMPSITE CRITERIA

Ideally, campsites for canoeists should be high and dry, but not so high or steep as to
make landing or launching canoes difficult. There should be enough room for shelter tents or
tarps or overturned canoes, and wood for fires should be readily available. Additionally, for
canoeists such as the Heward party traveling in wilderness country whose inhabitants are not
necessarily friendly, the campsite should provide some concealment, but at the same time
provide good views up and down the stream so as to minimize the chances of being surprised. A
campsite in the woods on high ground at a bend in the river would be what one would hope for at
the end of a long day’s paddle.

At the time of year Heward’s party was traveling across Michigan, the trees and bushes
were leafless and insects were not a problem. Firewood generally would have been abundant.
“Squawwood” * from dead branches and downed trees would have been readily available in the
undisturbed woodland and from floodwood accumulations. The general locations of some of
Heward’s stops are readily identifiable. Examples are Ypsilanti, the portage southeast of

" Stockbridge, Grand Rapids, and Grand Haven. But pinpointing the probable campsites at these

locations presents somewhat of a challenge. Locating several of the other campsites presents a

* Firewood that can be collected without the use of tools.



more difficult challenge which T will try to meet through the study of his journal and the
application of topology. The locating of some of the stops will involve guesswork, but it’s
guesswork based on careful study of the journal and topographic maps.

There are some campsites I believe I can identify with precision. I have had the
experience while reconnoitering Heward’s route by road or river, of having a topographic feature
figuratively jump out at me, causing me to inwardly exclaim, “That’s it! That’s where they had
to have camped!” An example is a knoll on the right bank of Mill Creek about the right distance
upstream from Dexter, that is obviously a superior campsite. It would have looked in 1790 about
the same aé today, except for the disappearance of the surrounding forest. I have had Canadian
wilderness canoeing experience that daily brought the need to choose an overnight campsite. If I
had been paddling upstream on Mill Creek (Heward’s “Wrong Fork™), that is the site I would
have chosen.

CAMPSITES

Their first day out of Detroit, six of the eight-man party stayed at Labourses’ Mill
(Heward and one engagé stayed at Baby’s Mill after returning to Detroit to retrieve the keg of
pork left behind.). 1have been unable to pinpoint Labourses’ Mill, but believe it was on the
right bank of the Detroit River, perhaps about at Wyandotte.

We know exactly where they camped on March 26. Heward’s journal says: “..gof fo the
last island opposite Browns Village. the Weather still foggy & Wet — Encamped on the Nore
West point of the Island...” Editor Quaife presents convincing evidence in a footnote that this
was Celeron Island, offshore from Gibralter in Wayne County. From there they went down to
Lake Erie and started up the Huron River.

It is about 65 river miles from Lake Erie to Dexter, a distance that took the Heward party

eight days of paddling and poling upstream. This is an average of just over 8 miles per day.



Heward’s journal sometimes indicates that they made about the same amount of progress each
day: “...our Distance nearly the same as Yesterday... Distance as Yesterday ... Distance &
Course nearly as yesterday.” 1f we assume about 8 miles of travel each day, campsites would
have been as follows: Just downstream of Flat Rock (March 28), in Willow Creek Metro Park
(March 29), in Huron Metro Park (March 30), at Belleville (March 31), in Ypsilanti (April 1), at
Concordia College (April 2), at the western end of Barton Pond (April 3), and finally up Mill
Creek from Dexter (April 5).

This approach is certainly overly simplistic, but I have found it useful in that it provides
me with a sort of mental travelogue on how Heward and his seven engagés might have
progressed up the Huron that springtime long ago.

With respect to the April 1 campsite, was it actually at present day Ypsilanti? Heward’s
journal entry for that day says, “...arrd at Sans Craints before Sun Set.” His entry for April 2
says, “this Post seems to furnish good small peltrie Sanscraint seems to have about 12 packs.”
Obviously, then, “Sanscraints” was a fur trading post.

The place now occupied by downtown Y psilanti was particularly well suited to be the
location of a trading post. Four different Indian trails converged here. The Sauk Trail, which
connected the Detroit River with the Chicago Portage, crossed the Huron here. Today this trail is
Michigan Avenue and US-12. A trail called the Potawatomi Trail followed the left bank of the
river. The Ypsilanti location was also the northern terminus of a north-south trail leading to the
mouths of the River Raisin (Monroe) and Maumee (Toledo). And finally, although Heward
didn’t know it at the time, a trail on the Huron’s right bank led to the portage he was seeking,
passing through present day Ann Arbor and Dexter on the way. Professor Wilbert Hinsdale, in

his Indlians of Washtenaw County, calls this the Dexter and Grand River Trail. The continuation



of this trail to the east along the river’s right bank he designates simply as the Trail down Huron
River. Map No. 16 shows these trails.

In this book the professor shows the Wyandot village as being south of the Sauk Trail
river crossing, and an Indian burying ground to the northwest.

I have previously described the place I think the party camped on April 5 and six days
thereafter. It is located in the southwest corner of Section 18 of Scio Township of Washtenaw
County.

The next campsite after they finally abandoned the “Wrong Fork™ was “...about 2
leagues up...” Portage Creek which he called “...a small Serpentine River...” This was on
April 12. The next day, in about a half mile, the stream turned nearly north. Up to that time the
stream was trending west north west. The place that fits that description is in Pinckney
Township of Livingston County about a mile and a quarter southeast of Hell. There is a likely
looking campsite on a knoll on the left bank of Portage Creck where it is crossed by Tiplady
Road. I got the “this is it” feeling at that spot.

The next day (Tuesday April 13) they “...fook a turn up the Run which pointed Nore West
being late & likely for a bad Night we encamped” There is a point of high and dry land rising
from the marshes through which Portage Creck flows about a quarter mile upstream from
Ellsworth Lake. My guess is that this is where they camped that night. It is about at the center
of Section 5 of Lyndon Township of Washtenaw County.

For the next five days the party camped at the portage. My observation of the terrain
over which the portage passes leads me to believe they would have camped on dry land about
half way across near where Farnsworth Road dead ends at M-52, southeast of Stockbridge. This
would be just north of where the portage trail descends into the marshes of Portage Lake Swamp

and island-hops to its south end.
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Heward’s party camped twice on the Portage River between the portage near Stockbridge
and the Grand River. Any chance of making even an educated guess as to where these campsites
were depends on my being able to interpret his descriptions of meanders and lakes, many of
which no longer exist.

His journal entries for April 19 and April 21 (they were snowed in on April 20), make it
plain that they were following a current through a series of grassy lakes, rather than a well
defined river. The upper and lower portions of the wilderness environment through which the
party traveled on these two days have experienced widely differing fates. Except for a lowered
water table, the stretch from the south end of the portage to Little Portage Lake must look much
the same as it did two centuries ago. It is within the Portage Lake Swamp, a part of the state-
owned Waterloo Recreation Area, which has been kept essentially free of development.

In contrast, the lower reach of the Portage River from Big Portage Lake to the Grand has
been straightened and channelized for agricultural drainage. The grassy lakes of Heward’s
journal are now mucklands and the meandering current has given way to a geometrically precise,
oversized ditch.

In his journal entry for April 19, he describes a route away from the portage as “...direct
South & from thence the Course Westward to the Entrance of another small Lake...Camped. ”
The one spot that fits is where the Portage Lake Swamp outlet channel is crossed by Waterloo-
Munith Road. This is in Section 22, Waterloo Township, Jackson County, near the Waterloo
Farm Museum. My guess is that they would have camped on the south side which is higher and
dryer than the north side.

His journal entries for April 21 and 22 provide sufficient current, course, terrain, and
tributary detail to allow me to confidently choose a particular location as the April 21 campsite.

At the south edge of Section 5 (Township 2 South, Range 1 East) of Leoni Township, there is a



bridge where Hawkings Road crosses the Portage River. Just to the southeast of that bridge,
there is a point of land that would have been above the level of the grassy lake in 1790.

The end of Heward’s April 217 entry is “...passed... West to the Entrance of another Lake
& [it] appearing to be a Stormy Night camped on a Small point to the South.” His April 22™
entry about starting on their way says, “Doubled the point & opposite to the Nore West found a
Run came in to that we were following...” Just downstream of the Hawkings Road bridge a
nameless stream enters the Portage from the north.

To me these entries and the description of the subsequent meanders and course of the
current are conclusive. No other location fits. If the water level were to be raised to a pre-
settlement elevation, this location would be a peninsula in a grassy lake rather than a muck-farm
knoll.

The only clues as to where they camped their first night on the Grand River are his
description of the banks and trees: “...the Lands on this River seem low & very thick Wood plum
Trees & Boisblanc (Sycamore) & on the higher Lands Oak...” But the next day’s entry does
provide a lead: “...continued our Rout till about 10 oClock the Course nearly West & then it
turned all at once to North by East or nearly North... v

The Grand makes its sharp right turn to the north just north of Tompkins Center in
Jackson County, downstream of where Sandstone Creek flows in. This means their April 22
overnight campsite was somewhere to the east. Since their course was westerly, their campsite
had to have been somewhere west of where the flow of the Grand changes from northerly to
westerly. This occurs in Section 10 of Rives Township, Jackson County. The reach of the river
bracketed by these two turns flows mostly through swampland, touching high and dry ground in
relatively few places. One of these places is on the right bank at Berryville, in Section 12 of

Tompkins Township, where Rives-Eaton Road crosses the river. Another candidate site would
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be on the left bank where Churchill Road crosses the river, on the section line between sections 8
and 9 of Rives Township. This is just downstream of where Huntoon Creek flows in from the
north.

April 23 was the day of their encounter with the “...ill looking Band... ” of Indians
spearing sturgeon. They did not dawdle after leaving them and kept paddling until well after 6
o’clock. They ran the rapids at today’s Eaton Rapids before they camped. About an hour after
they started the next day, they ran the rapids at what is now Dimondale; thus they camped
somewhere between these two towns, but his journal gives no clue as to just where. For
purposes of the Hugh Heward Challenge (Appendix 4), | have assumed it was at or near
Burchfield (formerly Grand River) County Park, in Section 31 of Delhi Township, Ingham
County.

I believe the campsite for the night of April 24-25 was at the dead end of Erdman Road,
northeast of Sebewa in Danby Township, Ionia County. My rationale is explained in the main
text at page 14.

The next night their campsite was upstream of the Muir-Lyons area where the Maple
River enters the Grand, but downstream of Portland where the L.ooking Glass River joins the
Grand. In following Heward’s descriptions of flow directions and bank conditions on
topographic maps, one has to visualize the river as it was before the Portland and Weber Dams
were built. The river would have been narrower and at a lower elevation, and the banks would
have been higher. After conducting this exercise in topology, I conclude that the site of the now
breached Wagar Dam was most likely the place where they “...put on Shore early to rig our
Oars hull Corn & C.” This site is located on the west side of Section 28, Lyon Township, fonia

County.



As indicated in the main text, their campsite on April 26 was the west side of the river at
Grand Rapids.

Their last camp on the Grand River was at Grand Haven. The only question is: On
which side of the river mouth did they camp? The quote from his journal in the main text tells
that it was on the opposite side from the trader Langlade. Apparently Heward thought Langlade
had too many Indians with him.

The Indians called the place where the Grand entered Lake Michigan “Gabagouache”,
their word for “big mouth”. My guess is that Langlade would have had his operation on the solid
ground on the south side where the city is today. Thus Heward’s party would have camped on
the sand dunes or beach on the north side.

This campsite was the 21 of the cross-peninsula journey of Heward and his engagés.

Four more campsites, three at river mouths and one on a beach, and they were gone from what is

now Michigan.
HEWARD PARTY CAMPSITES
March 24 & 25 Labourses Mill (where?)
26 & 27 Celeron Island
28 Flat Rock ?
29 Willow Creek Metro Park ?
30 Huron Metro Park ?
31 Belleville ?
April 1 Ypsilanti
2 Concordia College ?
J3&4 Barton Pond ?

5-11 Mill Creek near Dexter



April 12
13
1418
19 & 20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28 & 29
30

May 1,2&3

Southeast of Hell

Lyndon Township
Southeast of Stockbridge
Waterloo-Munith Road
Henrietta Township
Berryviile ?

Burchfield County Park ? (Ingham County)
Near Sebewa

Wagar Dam Site ?

Grand Rapids

Grand Haven

Pigeon River

Near Ganges or Glenn ?
St. Joseph

Warren Dunes State Park ?
Gary, Indiana

Chicago
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ABOQUT THE AUTHOR

Jirn Woodruff is a retired engineer who lives
on Michigan’s Grand River about 400 yards up
stream of Verlen Kruger, the far-famed long-
distance canoeist. What these two have in common
is that both were born in 1922 and both are World
War 11 veterans. Bot While Verlen paddies up and
down the river at all hours in all sorts of weather;

- Jim mostly siis on the bank with a Coors beer in his
hand, cheering him on.

Jim’s retivement hobby is “topology,”

defined as topographic studies of places in relation

to their histories. Spin-offs from this hobby have
‘resulted in several canoe and history related articles in Wooden Cance magazine and
Michigan History. In addition to this dcross Michigan by Cance — 1790, he has
completed similar monographs entitled ZaSalle and Michigan’s History (about LaSalle’s
1680 walk from Lake Michigan to Lake Erie} and Locating Michigan’s Old Canoe
Portages (with 70 maps).

Jim’s family has been canceing off and on since the early 1900s when his
grandfather bought an 18 foot Morris wood and canvas canoe for the family cotiage on
Paw Paw Lake in southwestern Michigan. That canoe still exisis. Jim’s parents used it on
their honeymoon in 1921, About this he says, “Despite my speculations, my father

assured me that T was notl conceived in the cance. Too bad.”



Presented to
James C. Woodruff

in recogrition of outstanding accomplishments in
documenting the heritage of Michigan waterways
and watercraft. James Woodruff has authored
several monographs and mumerous magazine articles
‘on Michigan Rivers and woiercrafi. Be it further
recognized that he nas sontribuied in drawing
attention o Mid-Mickigan’s envirommenioily
sensitive Grord River and has helped foster s
B preservation and history.
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anied al the 2004 Quiet Water Sympasium
by the Mid-Michigan Paddiing Commuinity



EPILOG

Verlen Kruger
June 30, 1922 — August 2, 2004

After four decades during which he paddled over 100,000 miles

on two continents, Verlen Kruger paddled his last mile in mid-

| summer of 2004. That final paddle took him downstream on

the Grand River, passing behind my home. He died on the

second of August at age 82. His gravesite in Delta Township’s

Hillside Cemetery overlooks his beloved river.

LW




